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Fritz Hansen is one of the leading Danish furniture manufactures, well-known for their stylish
selection of retro chairs. On a recent visit to Hong Kong, the vice president of the company,
Frederik Moller, took some time out to talk about furniture forgery and introduce some of
the latest projects from the group, which are available here in Hong Kong from Ovo, the authorized
dealer for Fritz Hansen.

Text by Yuki Lam & Billy Clarke
Photo courtesy of OVO studio
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acts and specifics first; Fritz Hansen is major Danish fumiture manufacturing company

founded in Copenhagen by the cabinetmaker Fritz Hansen circa 1872. Initially a

supplier of furniture components, Mr. Fritz Hansen soon moved into the production
of bentwood furmniture and, by the 1930s, the company had moved into tubular steel
production as well. However, the high point came after the Second World War, when the
company began a series of now-infamous collaborations with architects and designers
that transformed the output and reputation of the company into the one we know today.
One of the best known collaborators at this time was Ame Jacobsen, who's famous Ant
(1951-2), Egg (1958), and Swan (1958) chairs have proved to be enduring successes in
the market place - even today. The company has of course mowved on and today they are
still churning out collaborative design hits, but simple chairs that emanate luxury, warmth
and sophistication without effort will always be at the core of the company. As with the
successful and instantiy-recognisable Eames chairs, these ciassic designs are the heart of
the company and still reflect their output and success today.

Now over 135 years on, the company is still going strong, but when you have something
as timeless and popular 2s the Egg chair, forgery and counterfeiting is inevitable. Although
forgery is the biggest form of flattery, when you own 2 premium brand as big as Fritz
Hansen, z little bit of assimilative flattery can cost thousands of dollars, so they have
introduced ther own spedal 'Fighting Copies' campaign. As of 2006, 2l of their upholstered
fumiture now bears 2 red Republic of Fritz Hansen tag as 2 sign of authenticity, which not
only shows the year of manufacture, but helps to establish the value of each item in the
future as well. Fritz Hansen only sources the best suppliers and the sewing is undertaken
by skilled craftsmen, with their commitment to quality shining through in every piece.

Here in Hong Kong, Ovo shares the same notion, and this furniture store with a
difference has just recently been chosen as the authorized dealer for Fritz Hansen. Having
been around for some time now, Ovo is 2n established Hong Kong brand well-known
for their distinctive selections of furnishinas. They already operate a glorified flower shop
and a captivating home-ware store (OVOGzarden and OVOHome) and they have also just
boldly expanded their portfolio to includs 2 dining outlet and another good-looking retail
space, side by side as part of the J senses complex (OVOlogue and OVOstudio). It was
here in their new retail space where Freder« Moller brought light to their ‘Fighting Copies'
campaign and introduced the latest items from the group. These include Hiromichi Konno's
RIN chair (a chair that is in harmony with Jzpanese and Danish design traditions), the Essay
chair (a tabletop and two bases - in a simp'e and natural construction) and the Little Helpers
(a collection comprising a stool, table and hat stand).With these items available before
Christmas, time can only tell if Fritz Hansen's anti-counterfeiting efforts pay off. %

Helpers collection
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